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7th Grade ELA Curriculum Scope & Sequence 

Unit Title Pacing Guide 

1 Heroes 
Narrative Writing 
RL 7.1-7.10 
W 7.3-7.10 
SL 7.1-7.6 
L 7.1-7.6 
Benchmark:  From a short story thematically linked to the unit, students choose to rewrite the story 
from different point of view from a specific point in the story or to extend and continue the story. 

7 weeks 

2 Facing Challenges 
Informational & Expository Writing 
RI 7.1-7.10 
W 7.2, 7.4-7.10 
SL 7.1-7.6 
L 7.1-7.6 
Benchmark:     students read and learn about any historical period of their choice. Students conduct 
research and analyze primary and secondary sources resulting in an essay synthesizing their 
findings. 
 
In the alternative: 
 
Historical Hurdles 
Informational & Expository Writing 
RI 7.1-7.10 
W 7.2, 7.4-7.10 
SL 7.1-7.6 
L 7.1-7.6 
Benchmark:   In conjunction with their social studies unit on Medieval Europe, students learn about 
life during the Middle Ages and its difficulties. Students conduct research and analyze non-fiction 
articles resulting in an essay synthesizing their findings. 

7 weeks 

3 Integrity/Demonstrating Character 
Literary Analysis Writing 
RL 7.1-7.10 

4 weeks 



W 7.2, 7.4-7.10 
SL 7.1-7.6 
L 7.1-7.6 
Benchmark:  After reading 2 short stories thematically linked to the unit, students analyze the texts 
comparing and contrasting how the setting impacts the plot or the events that occur 

4 Real World Argument Writing 
Writing Genre Study 
RI 7.1-7.10 
W 7.1, 7.4-7.10 
SL 7.1-7.6 
L 7.1-7.6 
Benchmark:  After studying mentor texts, students draft letters to people in power (local, county, 
state, or federal) arguing to change their position or enact change on a topical issue: smoking age, 
drinking age, phones in class. 

4 weeks 

5 Heroes of the Holocaust:  Anne Frank 
Autobiography & Memoir 
Research Writing 
RI 7.1-7.10 
W 7.2, 7.4-7.10 
SL 7.1-7.6 
L 7.1-7.6 
N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 
Benchmark:  In conjunction with their social studies unit on World War II, students learn about 
heroic actions in the face of adversity.  From a menu students choose historical figures who risked 
their lives to save the lives of others.  Students conduct research and analyze the lives of the heroes 
resulting in presentations for a Holocaust Museum. 

7 weeks 

6 Bullying 
Persuasive Writing 
RL 7.1-7.10 
W 7.1, 7.4-7.10 
SL 7.1-7.6 
L 7.1-7.6 
Benchmark: After reading novels thematically linked, students create public service announcements 
raising awareness about social ethics and norms 

4 weeks 



 
 

Content Area: Language Arts 
Grade 7 

Unit 1 

Approximate Pacing: 7 weeks Unit Name:  Heroes 
                      Narrative Reading and Writing 

Reading Writing 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama 
interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points 
of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
 
RL7.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas and poems at grade level text- 
complexity or above, scaffolding as needed. 
 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 

W.7.3.A  Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 
context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 

W.7.2.B  Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, 
and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or 
characters. 

W.7.3.C  Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time 
frame or setting to another. 

W.7.3.D  Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the 
action and convey experiences and events. 

W.7.3.E  Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects 
on the narrated experiences or events. 

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, voice and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/e/


 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 
 
RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, 
including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to 
the development of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others. 
 
RI7.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with 
scaffolding as needed. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to 
probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress 
toward specific goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to 
others’ questions and comments with relevant 
observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on 
topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and 
when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
SL.7.2  Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented 

 
W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how 
well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
 
W7.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general 
and their function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to signal differing 
relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing 
and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g.,  It 
was a fascinating, enjoyable movie  but not  He wore an 
old[,] green shirt ). 

b. Spell correctly. 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 



in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue 
under study. 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

Technology and 21st Century Skills: Career Ready Practices 

8.1 Educational Technology   All students will use digital tools 
to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order 
to solve problems individually and collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge. 
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using 
digital tools. 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, 
personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one 
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for 
usability. 
8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an 
environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or 
global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 
web). 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides 
perspectives on a global problem for discussions with learners 
from other countries. 
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors 
related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 
ethics including appropriate use of social media. 
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to 
digital content. 
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative 
Commons to intellectual property. 
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

CRP 1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee.  
CRP 2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP 4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP 5. Consider the environmental, social and economic 
impacts of decisions.  
CRP 6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP 7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP 8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP 9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management.  
CRP 10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal 
goals. 
CRP 11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP 12 .  Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 



8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the 
negative consequences of misuse. 
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in 
professional public databases to find information to solve a real 
world problem. 
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect 
and analyze data to identify a solution and make an informed 
decision. 
 
8.2  Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and 
Computational Thinking - Programming   All students will 
develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, computational 
thinking and the designed world as they relate to the individual, 
global society, and the environment. 
8.2.8.B.6 Compare and contrast the different types of intellectual 
property including copyrights, patents and trademarks. 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

● Anybody can be a hero if 
they are a person who is 
admired for great or brave 
acts or exceptional 
qualities. 

● Heroism is displayed 
through an individual’s 
speech, thoughts, actions, 
and their impact on others. 

● Evidence is necessary in 
order to successfully 
convey a theme or central 
idea. 

● When we use and listen to 
evidence in discussions, it 
can extend the knowledge 
and understanding of 

● What is a hero, and 
who can be one? 

● How do individuals 
display heroism? 

● Why is it necessary 
to use evidence to 
support a claim? 

● How can 
discussion be used 
to expand the 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
everyone involved? 

● Dialogue, point of 
view, plot, and word 
choice work together to 
create a developed 
narrative. 

● How do different 
elements of a narrative 
work together to create 
a developed narrative?  

 



everyone involved. 

Students will know... Students will be able to: Students will know... Students will be able to... 

● textual evidence, inferences 
● theme/ central idea, 

objective summary 
● elements of a story- setting, 

plot, character 
● point of view of different 

characters/narrators, 
characterization 

● structure, context clues, 
connotation, denotation, 
academic vocabulary, tone 

● central idea, theme, 
objective summary 

● textual evidence  
● discussion procedures 

● cite to support 
analysis, make 
inferences 

● determine 
theme/central idea; 
analyze the theme’s 
development 
throughout the text; 
create an objective 
summary  

● analyze how one 
element can affect 
another element  

● analyze how the 
author develops 
and contrasts 
points of view of 
different characters 

● analyze author's 
craft, including 
structure and word 
choice, and how it 
impacts the 
development, 
mood, and tone  

● determine 2 or 
more central ideas, 
analyze the central 
idea’s development 
throughout the text; 
create an objective 
summary 

● determine an 

● Writing process 
● task, audience, and 

purpose for writing 
● point of view, setting, 

organizational 
structures 

● dialogue, 
characterization, plot 
structure 

● transitions 
● word choice 

(adjectives, figurative 
language, sensory 
details 

● conclusion 
● sentence structure 

● use the writing process 
to generate a narrative 
that is appropriate to 
task, audience, and 
purpose  

● establish a point of 
view and setting; 
introduce characters; 
choose organizational 
structure 

● write dialogue; set a 
pace; develop and 
describe events and 
characters 

● use transitions 
● use appropriate word 

choice, description, and 
sensory details 

● provide a reflective 
conclusion 

● use appropriate 
sentence structure in 
writing 



author’s point of 
view or purpose in 
a text  

● participate in a 
variety of 
discussions, 
supporting claims 
with textual 
evidence  

Language/Grammar/Conventions Language/Grammar/Conventions 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 
● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 
● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 



● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 
● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals- 

● Newcomer ELLs - Picture books - use pictures to help 
retell - touch each page, look at the picture, and say what 
happened; preview pictures before reading and use to 
retell or summarize after reading  

○ What happened first? 
○ Touch the page 
○ Prompt them to use transitions 
○ Look at the picture to remind you  

● Summarizing- teach ELLs to only summarize what is 
important. Provide students with a BME graphic 
organizer and post its to fill out as they read.  

● Remind students to think about the problem, how the 
problem gets worse, and how the problem is solved while 
summarizing. Use of a story mountain will be helpful for 
visual ELLs.  

● Remind students to only summarize the important 
information and look for the big idea in the whole story. 
Provide student with prompting cards (BME, First, Next, 
Then, After that, Finally…) to give them something 
visual to look at.  Remind students to only tell parts that 
go with their claim or thesis (leading statement)  

○ Start with what the story is really about 
○ What is the big idea from the whole story?  
○ What parts of the story best support your idea?  

● Summarizing- Remind students to think about what the 
character really wants and think about the most important 
event that happened in each chapter and connect it back 
to what the character wants. (higher level ELLs)  

● Summarizing- provide ELLs with sentence frames for 
summarizing. “ Somebody wanted ________ but 

● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 
● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals-  

● ELLs should look across all of the material they have 
collected. They should think about what idea keeps 
coming up again and again in the details they have 
collected. They can then make a plan that focuses on the 
main idea or theme.  

● Provide student with sentence frames (newcomer ELLs) 
● Provide student with individual lists of high frequency 

words for their writing folder/binder 
● ELLs can sketch an image to symbolize and help focus 

on on their topic or main idea 
● Provide students with writing checklist; include pictures 

or native language support, if possible 
● ELLs should start with a plan  

○ Genre 
○ Graphic organizer/pictures 

● Newcomer ELLs- make sure students understand 
important story elements (character, setting, problem, 
solution) and include them in story planning before 
writing more  

● Modify quantity the student is expected to write 
● Explain to ELLs what dialogue is and how to use it; use 

mentor texts to show this and help them understand 
written conversations and dialogue markings in English 

○ What did your character say; Who said...? 
○ Provide individual anchor chart for writing folder 

that explains and shows how and when to use 
dialogue 

● Use mentor texts to pre-teach concepts that will be 
incorporated into writing 

● Provide ELLs with word banks for their chosen topic 



_______ so _____________ then ___________.” 
● Prompt ELLs to always monitor for meaning and to use 

context clues to figure out the meaning of tricky words 
● Remind ELLs to support their ideas with evidence 
● Provide ELLs with a sticky note and have them focus on 

an idea. They should find a line where the character says 
or does something that connects to the idea. Model this 
for ELLs first. Newcomer ELLs can turn to the page and 
show you where they found evidence.  

● Theme- remind students to list topics that keep showing 
up in their book 

● Provide students with a list of topics/ideas that could be 
the theme of their book.  

○ Provide ELLs with one word issues, ideas, or 
concepts 

○ Have them think about the struggles the character 
faces throughout the story and they way the story 
ends 

○ ELLs can use the title of the book and/or chapters 
to help them figure out what the theme would be 

● Provide sentence starters and frames for whole and small 
group instruction 

 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Playaways 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 

● Provide students with leveled materials they can use as 
resources 

● Newcomer ELLs/SLIFEs-  
○ Allow to use native language (see ESL teacher) 
○ Use technology to support translation (see ESL 

teacher) 
○ Have students sketch a quick picture before they 

write  
○ Have student verbalize and somebody scribe 
○ Have students verbalize sentences and count the 

number of words in their sentences 
○ Draw lines with spaces in between to represent 

each word 
○ Leave out high frequency words, 

beginning/ending letters, or CVC words and let 
students fill that in while you scribe the rest (see 
ESL teacher) 

○ Provide students with a modified writing 
checklist, with pictures and/or native language 
support if possible, that focuses on their specific 
goals and objectives 

 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks Other Evidence Performance Tasks Other Evidence 

Reader’s Notebooks 
Article worksheets 

Do Nows 
Exit slips 

Quick writes 
Narrative based on a real or 

Do Nows  
Exit Slips 



Open ended constructed responses 
Student selected individual and/or 
group projects 
Formative assessments 
Interim assessments 
Summative Assessments 

Homework 
Discussions 
Conferences 

imagined situation 
Narrative based on an existing 
text  
Open ended constructed 
responses  
Objective summaries  
Writing portfolios 

Homework 
Peer editing 
Self-evaluations 
Drafts 
Revisions 
Conferences 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  This unit and the first unit in 
social studies are thematically linked.  In social studies the 
students begin their study of the fall of Rome including the 
disorder and chaos of the time;  in this ELA unit, the students 
consider how the class lines become blurred during the 1950s. 

Benchmark Assessment:    From a short story thematically 
linked to the unit, students choose to rewrite the story from a 
different point of view from a specific point in the story or to 
extend and continue the story. 

Resources Resources 

The Outsiders  by S.E. Hinton       (750L) 
To Be a Hero  Perfection Learning (730-1525) 
“The Man in the Water” by Roger Rosenblatt (950L; from 
Holt McDougal Literature Readability Scores) 
“The Teacher Who Changed My Life” by Nicholas Gage
(1350L; from Holt McDougal Literature Readability Scores) 
“Malala The Powerful” by Kristin Lewis  Scholastic Scope 
September 2013 (narrative nonfiction) (880L; from Scholastic) 
-short informational articles about various heroes 
-student selected articles and books about heroes 
-reader's notebook 
-- Notice and Note Strategies for Close Reading,  by Beers and 
Probst 
-strategies (reader's toolkit of strategies) 
-article worksheets 
-vocabulary 

-graphic organizers  
-narrative writing idea generators 
-writing process anchor charts and notes 
-sentence structure guides 
-rubrics 
-scoring guides 
-exemplar texts 

Learning Path Learning Path 

● Guided reading of short texts focusing on the interaction 
of narrative elements (setting, characterization 
techniques, point of view, plot, theme), figurative 

● Mentor texts used to model various elements of narrative 
writing  

● Quick writes practicing narrative elements 



language, text structures, author’s point of view or 
purpose, central idea,  

● Reading clubs grouped by readiness reinforcing and 
practicing the interaction of narrative elements, figurative 
language, and text structures 

● Teacher-led discussions focusing on literary analysis 
using textual evidence sometimes using whole class 
novel excerpts 

● Small group discussions reinforcing and practicing 
literary analysis using textual evidence 

● Small group and individual activities applying skills  
● one-on-one and small group conferences 

● Collaborative work on the writing process 
● Student-teacher conferences for editing and revising 
● Finalize and publish narrative 

 

Content Area: Language Arts 
Grade 7 

Unit 2 

Approximate Pacing: 7 weeks Unit Name:  Facing Challenges 
                      Informational/Expository Reading and Writing 

Reading Writing 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make 
relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
its development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama 
interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the 
points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 

A Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; 
organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/ 
contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, 
graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and 



RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make 
relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and 
analyze their development over the course of the text; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 
 
RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, 
and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or 
events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 
 
RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, 
including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to 
the development of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others. 
 
RI.7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence 
is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 
 
RI.7.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context and background knowledge) how two 
or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 
presentations of key information by emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

examples. 

C Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify 
the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic. 

E Establish and maintain a formal style academic style, 
approach, and form. 

F Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
  
W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how 
well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
 
W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing 
sources. 
 
W.7.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
 
SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in 
a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, 
details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 
volume, and clear pronunciation. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/8/


diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, 
or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress 
toward specific goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to 
others’ questions and comments with relevant 
observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on 
topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and 
when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, 
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence. 
 
L7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g. the overall meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, rebel) . 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning or its part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of 
a word or phrase (e.g. by checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 

 

 
SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize 
salient points. 
 
SL7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general 
and their function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to signal differing 
relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing 
and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g.,  It 
was a fascinating, enjoyable movie  but not  He wore an 
old[,] green shirt ). 

b. Spell correctly. 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 



L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a.  Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and 
mythological allusions) in context. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., 
synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each 
of the words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of 
words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., 
refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending ). 

 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

Technology and 21st Century Skills: Career Ready Practices 

8.1 Educational Technology   All students will use digital tools 
to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in 
order to solve problems individually and collaborate and to 
create and communicate knowledge. 
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem 
using digital tools. 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, 
personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one 
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for 
usability. 
8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an 
environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or 
global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 
web). 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work that 
provides perspectives on a global problem for discussions with 
learners from other countries. 
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors 

CRP 1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee.  
CRP 2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP 4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP 5. Consider the environmental, social and economic 
impacts of decisions.  
CRP 6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP 7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP 8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP 9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management.  
CRP 10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal 
goals. 
CRP 11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP 12 .  Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 



related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 
ethics including appropriate use of social media. 
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations 
to digital content. 
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and 
Creative Commons to intellectual property. 
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the 
negative consequences of misuse. 
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in 
professional public databases to find information to solve a real 
world problem. 
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect 
and analyze data to identify a solution and make an informed 
decision. 
 
8.2  Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and 
Computational Thinking - Programming   All students will 
develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, computational 
thinking and the designed world as they relate to the individual, 
global society, and the environment. 
8.2.8.B.6 Compare and contrast the different types of 
intellectual property including copyrights, patents and 
trademarks. 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

● Through problems that 
exist in a fictional 
society, authors draw 
attention to problems 
that exist in our own 
society. 

● Individuals have 
different characteristics 
that allow them to or 

● How do sci-fi 
authors use fictional 
societies to make a 
point relevant to our 
own society? 

● How do the 
characteristics of an 
individual affect 
their ability to 

● By pulling together the 
most meaningful and 
important information 
from various sources, 
we can synthesize the 
information to 
effectively support a 
claim. 

● How do we synthesize 
from multiple sources 
to support a claim?  

 



prevent them from 
overcoming obstacles. 

● Different interpretations 
of the same information 
can be valid when 
evidence can be used to 
support each 
interpretation. 

overcome obstacles? 
● Can more than one 

interpretation of the 
same information be 
valid? 

Students will know... Students will be able to: Students will know... Students will be able to... 

● textual evidence, 
inferences 

● theme/ central idea, 
objective summary 

● elements of a story- 
setting, plot, character 

● point of view of different 
characters/narrators, 
characterization 

● context clues, 
connotation, denotation, 
academic vocabulary, 
tone 

● structure 
● point of view, purpose 
● argument, claims in a 

text, reasoning and 
evidence 

● interpretations 
● structure, context clues, 

connotation, denotation, 
academic vocabulary, 
tone 

● figurative language, 
word relationships, 
nuances 

● cite to support 
analysis, make 
inference 

● determine a 
theme/central idea; 
analyze its 
development 
throughout the text; 
create an objective 
summary  

● analyze how one 
element can affect 
another element  

● analyze the author’s 
use of point of view 
of different 
characters or 
narrators 

● evaluate how 
individuals, events 
and ideas influence 
one another 

● find the meaning of 
words using context 
clues 

● analyze structure 

● writing process 
● task, audience, and 

purpose for writing 
● organizational 

strategies 
● topic, supporting 

details 
● relevant information 
● transitions 
● academic vocabulary 
● characteristics of 

genres 
● conclusion 
● reliable sources 
● quote, paraphrase 
● source citation 
● sentence structure 
● multimedia 

presentation 
● evidence 

● use the writing process 
to generate an 
informational piece that 
is appropriate to task, 
audience, and purpose  

● introduce a topic and 
organize ideas using 
appropriate strategies 

● support topic with 
details 

● utilize relevant 
information 

● use transitions 
effectively 

● use appropriate 
academic vocabulary 

● use appropriate writing 
style for the task 

● write a logical 
conclusion 

● use multiple sources 
● quote, paraphrase, and 

cite sources 
● use appropriate 

sentence structure in 
writing  



● discussion procedures including the major 
sections’ 
contributions to the 
development of the 
whole text 

● determine an 
author’s point of 
view or purpose in a 
text, and analyze 
how it is different 
from other authors’ 

● determine 2 or more 
central ideas, analyze 
the central idea’s 
development 
throughout the text; 
create an objective 
summary 

● trace and evaluate 
distinguishing 
claims, assess 
whether the 
reasoning is sound 
and evidence is 
relevant and 
sufficient to support 
claims 

● analyze how one 
topic is presented in 
different ways and 
how authors use 
same information but 
interpret it 
differently 

● analyze author's 
craft, including 
structure and word 

● create a multimedia 
presentation to 
communicate findings 
using adequate 
evidence 



choice, and how it 
impacts the 
development, mood, 
and tone 

● demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings 

● participate in a 
variety of 
discussions, 
supporting claims 
with textual evidence  

Language/Grammar/Conventions Language/Grammar/Conventions 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 



● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 
● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 
● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals- 

● Newcomer ELLs - Picture books - use pictures to help 
retell - touch each page, look at the picture, and say 
what happened; preview pictures before reading and use 
to retell or summarize after reading  

○ What happened first? 
○ Touch the page 
○ Prompt them to use transitions 
○ Look at the picture to remind you  

● Summarizing- teach ELLs to only summarize what is 
important. Provide students with a BME graphic 
organizer and post its to fill out as they read.  

● Remind students to think about the problem, how the 
problem gets worse, and how the problem is solved 
while summarizing. Use of a story mountain will be 
helpful for visual ELLs.  

● Remind students to only summarize the important 
information and look for the big idea in the whole story. 
Provide student with prompting cards (BME, First, 
Next, Then, After that, Finally…) to give them 
something visual to look at.  Remind students to only 
tell parts that go with their claim or thesis (leading 
statement)  

○ Start with what the story is really about 
○ What is the big idea from the whole story?  

● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 
● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 
● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals-  

● ELLs should look across all of the material they have 
collected. They should think about what idea keeps 
coming up again and again in the details they have 
collected. They can then make a plan that focuses on the 
main idea or theme.  

● Provide student with sentence frames (newcomer ELLs) 
● Provide student with individual lists of high frequency 

words for their writing folder/binder 
● ELLs can sketch an image to symbolize and help focus 

on on their topic or main idea 
● Provide students with writing checklist; include pictures 

or native language support, if possible 
● ELLs should start with a plan  

○ Genre 
○ Graphic organizer/pictures 

● Newcomer ELLs- make sure students understand 
important story elements (character, setting, problem, 
solution) and include them in story planning before 
writing more  

● Modify quantity the student is expected to write 
● Explain to ELLs what dialogue is and how to use it; use 

mentor texts to show this and help them understand 
written conversations and dialogue markings in English 

○ What did your character say; Who said...? 



○ What parts of the story best support your idea?  
● Summarizing- Remind students to think about what the 

character really wants and think about the most 
important event that happened in each chapter and 
connect it back to what the character wants (higher level 
ELLs)  

● Summarizing- provide ELLs with sentence frames for 
summarizing. “ Somebody wanted ________ but 
_______ so _____________ then ___________.” 

● Prompt ELLs to always monitor for meaning and to use 
context clues to figure out the meaning of tricky words 

● Remind ELLs to support their ideas with evidence 
● Provide ELLs with a sticky note and have them focus 

on an idea. They should find a line where the character 
says or does something that connects to the idea. Model 
this for ELLs first. Newcomer ELLs can turn to the 
page and show you where they found evidence.  

● Theme- remind students to list topics that keep showing 
up in their book 

● Provide students with a list of topics/ideas that could be 
the theme of their book.  

○ Provide ELLs with one word issues, ideas, or 
concepts 

○ Have them think about the struggles the 
character faces throughout the story and they 
way the story ends 

○ ELLs can use the title of the book and/or 
chapters to help them figure out what the theme 
would be 

● Provide sentence starters and frames for whole and 
small group instruction 

● Provide word lists with pictures for feelings and 
emotions to help identify characters’ feelings 

● Teach about positive and negative feelings 
● Act out characters’ feelings and the mood of scenes 
● Teach ELLs to think about the overall mood of the 

sentence or paragraph 

○ Provide individual anchor chart for writing folder 
that explains and shows how and when to use 
dialogue 

● Use mentor texts to pre-teach concepts that will be 
incorporated into writing 

● Provide ELLs with word banks for their chosen topic 
● Provide students with leveled materials they can use as 

resources 
● Newcomer ELLs/SLIFEs-  

○ Allow to use native language (see ESL teacher) 
○ Use technology to support translation (see ESL 

teacher) 
○ Have students sketch a quick picture before they 

write  
○ Have student verbalize and somebody scribe 
○ Have students verbalize sentences and count the 

number of words in their sentences 
○ Draw lines with spaces in between to represent 

each word 
○ Leave out high frequency words, 

beginning/ending letters, or CVC words and let 
students fill that in while you scribe the rest (see 
ESL teacher) 

○ Provide students with a modified writing 
checklist, with pictures and/or native language 
support if possible, that focuses on their specific 
goals and objectives 

 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 



● Figurative Language (very tricky for ELLs)  
○ Draw pictures to represent meanings of 

figurative language 
○ Act out figurative language 
○ Pre-teach in small group  
○ Have ELLs think about the words as a group and 

how they are being used together 
○ Remind them not to take the phrase literally 
○ Compare/contrast figurative and literal meanings 

of figurative language 
 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Playaways 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks Other Evidence Performance Tasks Other Evidence 

Reader’s Notebooks 
Article worksheets 
Open ended constructed 
responses 
Student selected individual 
and/or group projects 
Formative assessments 
Interim assessments 
Summative Assessments 
Book Club Evaluations 

Do Nows 
Exit slips 
Homework 
Discussions 
Conferences 

Quick writes 
Informational Tasks 
Open ended constructed 
responses  
Objective summaries  
Writing portfolios 

Do Nows  
Exit Slips 
Homework 
Peer editing 
Self-evaluations 
Drafts 
Revisions 
Conferences 

Interdisciplinary Connections:   In conjunction with their 
social studies unit on Medieval Europe, students learn about 
life during the Middle Ages and its difficulties. Students 

Benchmark Assessment:   In conjunction with their social 
studies unit on Medieval Europe, students learn about life during 
the Middle Ages and its difficulties. Students conduct research 



conduct research and analyze non-fiction articles resulting in an 
essay synthesizing their findings. 

and analyze non-fiction articles resulting in an essay 
synthesizing their findings. 

Resources Resources 

The Giver , Lois Lowry (760L) 
The House of the Scorpion , Nancy Farmer (660L) 
Life as We Knew It , Susan Beth Pfeffer (770L) 
The Uglies , Scott Westerfeld (770L) 
The City of Ember , Jeanne Du Prau   (680L) 
Fahrenheit 451,  Ray Bradbury (890L) 
The Sci-Fi Factor,  Perfection Learning (540-1420) 
 “All Summer in a Day” by Ray Bradbury (860; Mirrors & 
Windows; Level 1 Grade 6 Lexile Levels) 
“The Fun They Had” by Isaac Asimov (740; Mirrors & 
Windows; Level 1 Grade 6 Lexile Levels) 
“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut  (840; from Holt 
McDougal Literature Readability Scores) 
 
Gregor the Overlande r by Suzanne Collins   (630L) 
Fever Crumb  by Phillip Reeve (1000L) 
Catching Fire  by Suzanne Collins (820L) 
“They're Made Out of Meat” by Terry Bisson (short story) 
(420; based on Flesch-Kincaid Readability results) 
 
-short texts on theme and genre 
-student selected articles and books on theme and genre 
-reader's notebook 
-- Notice and Note Strategies for Close Reading,  by Beers and 
Probst 
-strategies (reader's toolkit of strategies) 
-article worksheets 
-vocabulary 

-graphic organizers  
-writing process anchor charts and notes 
-sentence structure guides 
-rubrics 
-scoring guides 
-exemplar texts 

Learning Path Learning Path 

● Following a 6-day cycle, these paths will be utilized ● Mentor texts used to model various elements of 



every cycle 
● Guided reading of short texts focusing on the interaction 

of narrative elements (setting, characterization 
techniques, point of view, plot, theme), figurative 
language, text structures, author’s point of view or 
purpose, central idea,  

● Reading clubs grouped by readiness reinforcing and 
practicing the interaction of narrative elements, 
figurative language, and text structures 

● Teacher-led discussions focusing on interactions 
between individuals, events, and ideas 

● Teacher-led discussions focusing on how authors use 
evidence to support claims and arguments (relevance, 
sufficiency, and interpretations of facts) 

● Small group discussions reinforcing and practicing 
literary analysis using textual evidence 

● Small group and individual activities applying skills  
● one-on-one and small group conferences 

informational writing  
● Quick writes practicing summarizing  
● Collaborate with others to produce and publish writing 

online 
● Collaborative work on the writing process 
● Student-teacher conferences for editing and revising 
● Finalize, publish, and present informational writing piece 

 
 

Content Area: Language Arts 
Grade 7 

Unit 2 (Alternative) 

Approximate Pacing: 7 weeks Unit Name:  Facing Challenges 
                      Informational/Expository Reading and Writing 

Reading Writing 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 
 

A Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to 



of the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact 
(e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a 
specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 
 
RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., 
soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 
 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of 
view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
 
RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its 
audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of 
techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or 
camera focus and angles in a film). 
 
RL.7.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) a fictional 
portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the 
same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or 
alter history. 
 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 
 
RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas 
in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how 

follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, 
using text structures (e.g., definition, classification, 
comparison/ contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text 
features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia) 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples. 

C Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

D Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

E Establish and maintain a formal style academic 
style, approach, and form. 

F Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, voice, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
  
W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience 
have been addressed.  
 
W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as 
to interact and collaborate with others, including linking 
to and citing sources. 
 



individuals influence ideas or events). 
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including 
how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development 
of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia 
version of the text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject 
(e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words). 
 
RI.7.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context and background knowledge) how two or more 
authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key 
information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different 
interpretations of facts. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 
7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and 
reflect on ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward 
specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as 
needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ 
questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas 
that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when 
warranted, modify their own views. 

 

W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions for further research 
and investigation. 
 
W.7.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print 
and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
 
W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. A. Apply 
grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare 
and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 
character and a historical account of the same period as a 
means of understanding how authors of fiction use or 
alter history”). B. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to 
literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims”). 
 
SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details 
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a 
topic, text, or issue under study. 
 
SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient 
points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent 
descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate 
eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
 
SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual 
displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings 
and emphasize salient points. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/8/


SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating 
the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 
 
L7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g. the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; 
a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots 
as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g.,  belligerent, bellicose, 
rebel) . 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of 
speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 
or phrase (e.g. by checking the inferred meaning in context or in 
a dictionary). 

 
L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a.  Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and 
mythological allusions) in context. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., 
synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the 
words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with 
similar denotations (definitions) (e.g.,  refined, respectful, polite, 
diplomatic, condescending ). 

 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic 
and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 

 
SL7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in 
general and their function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to signal differing 
relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, 
recognizing and correcting misplaced and 
dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 
 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives 
(e.g.,  It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie  but 
not  He wore an old[,] green shirt ). 

b. Spell correctly. 
 
L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. B. 
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, rebel). C. Consult reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 



determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of 
speech. D. Verify the preliminary determination of the 
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the 
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering 
a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 

 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

●  By developing a fictional 
portrayal of a time, place, 
or character, authors of 
fiction use or alter history 
to show the human side of 
history.  

● Individuals have different 
characteristics that allow 
them to or prevent them 
from overcoming 
obstacles. 

● Different interpretations 
of the same information 
can be valid when 
evidence can be used to 
support each 
interpretation. 

● How does a fictional 
portrayal of a time, 
place, or character 
compare to an 
historical account of 
the same period? 

● How do the 
characteristics of an 
individual affect 
their ability to 
overcome obstacles? 

● Can more than one 
interpretation of the 
same information be 
valid? 

● By pulling together 
relevant information 
from various sources, 
we can synthesize the 
information to 
effectively examine a 
topic. 

● How do we synthesize 
information from 
multiple sources to 
examine a topic?  

 

Students will know... Students will be able to: Students will know... Students will be able to... 

● textual evidence, 
inferences 

● theme/ central idea, 

● cite multiple pieces 
of evidence to 

● writing process 
● task, audience, and 

purpose for writing 

● use the writing process 
to generate an 
informational piece that 



objective summary 
● elements of a story- 

setting, plot, character 
● point of view of different 

characters/narrators, 
characterization 

● context clues, 
connotation, denotation, 
academic vocabulary, tone 

● structure 
● point of view, purpose 
● argument, claims in a text, 

reasoning and evidence 
● interpretations 
● structure, context clues, 

connotation, denotation, 
academic vocabulary, tone 

● figurative language, word 
relationships, nuances 

● discussion procedures 

support analysis, 
make inference 

● determine a 
theme/central idea; 
analyze its 
development 
throughout the text; 
create an objective 
summary  

● analyze how one 
element can affect 
another element  

● analyze the author’s 
use of point of view 
of different 
characters or 
narrators 

● evaluate how 
individuals, events 
and ideas influence 
one another 

● use of film 
techniques and 
oratory 

● find the meaning of 
words using context 
clues 

● analyze structure 
including the major 
sections’ 
contributions to the 
development of the 
whole text 

● determine an 
author’s point of 
view or purpose in a 
text, and analyze 

● organizational 
strategies 

● topic, supporting 
details 

● relevant information 
● transitions 
● academic vocabulary 
● characteristics of 

genres 
● conclusion 
● reliable sources 
● quote, paraphrase 
● source citation 
● sentence structure 
● multimedia 

presentation 
● evidence 

is appropriate to task, 
audience, and purpose  

● introduce a topic and 
organize ideas using 
appropriate strategies 

● support topic with 
details 

● utilize relevant 
information 

● use transitions 
effectively 

● use appropriate 
academic vocabulary 

● use appropriate writing 
style for the task 

● write a logical 
conclusion 

● use multiple sources 
● quote, paraphrase, and 

cite sources 
● use appropriate 

sentence structure in 
writing  

● create a multimedia 
presentation to 
communicate findings 
using adequate 
evidence 



how it is different 
from other authors’ 

● determine 2 or more 
central ideas, analyze 
the central idea’s 
development 
throughout the text; 
create an objective 
summary 

● trace and evaluate 
distinguishing 
claims, assess 
whether the 
reasoning is sound 
and evidence is 
relevant and 
sufficient to support 
claims 

● analyze how one 
topic is presented in 
different ways and 
how authors use 
same information but 
interpret it 
differently 

● analyze author's 
craft, including 
structure and word 
choice, and how it 
impacts the 
development, mood, 
and tone 

● demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 



meanings 
● participate in a 

variety of 
discussions, 
supporting claims 
with textual evidence  

 

Language/Grammar/Conventions Language/Grammar/Conventions 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 
● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 
● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 
● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 
● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 



● Small group testing 
● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals- 

● Newcomer ELLs - Picture books - use pictures to help 
retell - touch each page, look at the picture, and say what 
happened; preview pictures before reading and use to 
retell or summarize after reading  

○ What happened first? 
○ Touch the page 
○ Prompt them to use transitions 
○ Look at the picture to remind you  

● Summarizing- teach ELLs to only summarize what is 
important. Provide students with a BME graphic 
organizer and post its to fill out as they read.  

● Remind students to think about the problem, how the 
problem gets worse, and how the problem is solved while 
summarizing. Use of a story mountain will be helpful for 
visual ELLs.  

● Remind students to only summarize the important 
information and look for the big idea in the whole story. 
Provide student with prompting cards (BME, First, Next, 
Then, After that, Finally…) to give them something 
visual to look at.  Remind students to only tell parts that 
go with their claim or thesis (leading statement)  

○ Start with what the story is really about 
○ What is the big idea from the whole story?  
○ What parts of the story best support your idea?  

● Summarizing- Remind students to think about what the 
character really wants and think about the most important 
event that happened in each chapter and connect it back 
to what the character wants. (higher level ELLs)  

● Summarizing- provide ELLs with sentence frames for 
summarizing. “ Somebody wanted ________ but 
_______ so _____________ then ___________.” 

● Prompt ELLs to always monitor for meaning and to use 

● Small group testing 
● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals-  

● ELLs should look across all of the material they have 
collected. They should think about what idea keeps 
coming up again and again in the details they have 
collected. They can then make a plan that focuses on the 
main idea or theme.  

● Provide student with sentence frames (newcomer ELLs) 
● Provide student with individual lists of high frequency 

words for their writing folder/binder 
● ELLs can sketch an image to symbolize and help focus 

on on their topic or main idea 
● Provide students with writing checklist; include pictures 

or native language support, if possible 
● ELLs should start with a plan  

○ Genre 
○ Graphic organizer/pictures 

● Newcomer ELLs- make sure students understand 
important story elements (character, setting, problem, 
solution) and include them in story planning before 
writing more  

● Modify quantity the student is expected to write 
● Explain to ELLs what dialogue is and how to use it; use 

mentor texts to show this and help them understand 
written conversations and dialogue markings in English 

○ What did your character say; Who said...? 
○ Provide individual anchor chart for writing folder 

that explains and shows how and when to use 
dialogue 

● Use mentor texts to pre-teach concepts that will be 
incorporated into writing 

● Provide ELLs with word banks for their chosen topic 
● Provide students with leveled materials they can use as 

resources 



context clues to figure out the meaning of tricky words 
● Remind ELLs to support their ideas with evidence 
● Provide ELLs with a sticky note and have them focus on 

an idea. They should find a line where the character says 
or does something that connects to the idea. Model this 
for ELLs first. Newcomer ELLs can turn to the page and 
show you where they found evidence.  

● Theme- remind students to list topics that keep showing 
up in their book 

● Provide students with a list of topics/ideas that could be 
the theme of their book.  

○ Provide ELLs with one word issues, ideas, or 
concepts 

○ Have them think about the struggles the character 
faces throughout the story and they way the story 
ends 

○ ELLs can use the title of the book and/or chapters 
to help them figure out what the theme would be 

● Provide sentence starters and frames for whole and small 
group instruction 

 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Playaways 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 

● Newcomer ELLs/SLIFEs-  
○ Allow to use native language (see ESL teacher) 
○ Use technology to support translation (see ESL 

teacher) 
○ Have students sketch a quick picture before they 

write  
○ Have student verbalize and somebody scribe 
○ Have students verbalize sentences and count the 

number of words in their sentences 
○ Draw lines with spaces in between to represent 

each word 
○ Leave out high frequency words, 

beginning/ending letters, or CVC words and let 
students fill that in while you scribe the rest (see 
ESL teacher) 

○ Provide students with a modified writing 
checklist, with pictures and/or native language 
support if possible, that focuses on their specific 
goals and objectives 

 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks Other Evidence Performance Tasks Other Evidence 

Reader’s Notebooks 
Article worksheets 
Open ended constructed responses 
Student selected individual and/or 

Do Nows 
Exit slips 
Homework 
Discussions 

Quick writes 
Narrative based on a real or 
imagined situation 
Narrative based on an existing 

Do Nows  
Exit Slips 
Homework 
Peer editing 



group projects 
Formative assessments 
Interim assessments 
Summative Assessments 

Conferences text  
Open ended constructed 
responses  
Objective summaries  
Writing portfolios 

Self-evaluations 
Drafts 
Revisions 
Conferences 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  to learn how to analyze primary 
and secondary sources, students learn about life in the United 
States during the 1960s, specifically the Civil Rights Era. 
Students conduct research and analyze non-fiction articles. 

Benchmark Assessment:   students read and learn about any 
historical period of their choice. Students conduct research and 
analyze non-fiction articles resulting in an essay synthesizing 
their findings. 
 

 

 Resources 

Loving vs. Virginia: A Documentary Novel of the Landmark Civil 
Rights Case  by Patricia Hruby Powell (Goodreads Author), 
Shadra Strickland (Goodreads Author) (Illustrations) 
 
“I Have a Dream” MLKJr. 

 
Loving  (film adaptation) 

 
Free At Last  (Literature & Thought Series) 
 
Student Resources:  any historical fiction 
 
-short texts on theme and genre 
-student selected articles and books on theme and genre 
-reader's notebook 
-- Notice and Note Strategies for Close Reading,  by Beers and 
Probst 
-strategies (reader's toolkit of strategies) 
-article worksheets 
-vocabulary 

-graphic organizers  
-writing process anchor charts and notes 
-sentence structure guides 
-rubrics 
-scoring guides 
-exemplar texts 

Learning Path Learning Path 



● Following a 6-day cycle, these paths will be utilized 
every cycle 

● Guided reading of short texts focusing on the interaction 
of narrative elements (setting, characterization 
techniques, point of view, plot, theme), figurative 
language, text structures, author’s point of view or 
purpose, central idea,  

● Reading clubs grouped by readiness reinforcing and 
practicing the interaction of narrative elements, 
figurative language, and text structures 

● Teacher-led discussions focusing on interactions between 
individuals, events, and ideas 

● Teacher-led discussions focusing on how authors use 
evidence to support claims and arguments (relevance, 
sufficiency, and interpretations of facts) 

● Small group discussions reinforcing and practicing 
literary analysis using textual evidence 

● Small group and individual activities applying skills  
● one-on-one and small group conferences 

● Mentor texts used to model various elements of 
informational writing  

● Quick writes practicing summarizing  
● Collaborate with others to produce and publish writing 

online 
● Collaborative work on the writing process 
● Student-teacher conferences for editing and revising 
● Finalize, publish, and present informational writing piece 

 

Content Area: Language Arts 
Grade 7 

Unit 3 

Approximate Pacing: 7 Weeks Unit Name:  Integrity/Demonstrating Character 
                      Reading Literature 
                      Literary Analysis Writing 

Reading Writing 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

A  Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 



RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama 
interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds 
(e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or drama. 
 
RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama's or poem's form or structure (e.g., 
soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning 
 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points 
of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 
 
RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, 
including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to 
the development of the ideas. 
 

B  Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant 
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

C  Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and 
evidence. 

D  Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, 
approach, and form. 

E  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from and supports the argument presented. 

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience 
.  
W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how 
well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
 
W.7.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general 
and their function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to signal differing 
relationships among ideas. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/8/


RI.7.6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others. 
 
RI.7.7 Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or 
multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium's 
portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech 
affects the impact of the words). 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to 
probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress 
toward specific goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to 
others’ questions and comments with relevant 
observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on 
topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and 
when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a.  Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and 
mythological allusions) in context. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., 
synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of 
the words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of 
words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g.,  refined, 
respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending ). 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing 
and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g.,  It 
was a fascinating, enjoyable movie  but not  He wore an 
old[,] green shirt ). 

b. Spell correctly. 
 
L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and 
concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and 
redundancy. 

 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 
 
 



 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

Technology and 21st Century Skills: Career Ready Practices 

8.1 Educational Technology   All students will use digital tools 
to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order 
to solve problems individually and collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge. 
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using 
digital tools. 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, 
personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one 
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for 
usability. 
8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an 
environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or 
global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 
web). 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides 
perspectives on a global problem for discussions with learners 
from other countries. 
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors 
related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 
ethics including appropriate use of social media. 
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to 
digital content. 
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative 
Commons to intellectual property. 
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the 
negative consequences of misuse. 
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in 

CRP 1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee.  
CRP 2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP 4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP 5. Consider the environmental, social and economic 
impacts of decisions.  
CRP 6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP 7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP 8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP 9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management.  
CRP 10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal 
goals. 
CRP 11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP 12 .  Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 



professional public databases to find information to solve a real 
world problem. 
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect 
and analyze data to identify a solution and make an informed 
decision. 
 
8.2  Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and 
Computational Thinking - Programming   All students will 
develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, computational 
thinking and the designed world as they relate to the individual, 
global society, and the environment. 
8.2.8.B.6 Compare and contrast the different types of intellectual 
property including copyrights, patents and trademarks. 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

● Written, audio, and visual 
media can have different 
impacts on the reader, 
listener, viewer.  

● The decisions that an 
individual makes when 
nobody else knows 
demonstrate his or her true 
character.  

● Different people react to 
and interpret information 
and events in different 
ways. 

● There are various ways that 
an author can use to 
develop a theme or central 
idea. 

● How do different 
types of media 
affect the impact of 
the words? 

● Why is it important 
to do the right thing 
even when nobody 
is watching and 
may ever know? 

● How does the point 
of view of an 
individual or 
character impact 
their understanding 
and experience? 

● What are various 
ways that an author 
develops a theme or 
central idea? 

● Self improvement is 
dependent upon self 
reflection. 

● Evidence is necessary 
in order to successfully 
convey a theme or 
central idea to your 
readers.  

 

● Why is it important to 
reflect upon ourselves, 
our choices, our work, 
ect?  

● Why is it necessary to 
use evidence in your 
writing to support a 
claim?  



Students will know... Students will be able to: Students will know... Students will be able to... 

● textual evidence, inferences 
● theme/ central idea, 

objective summary 
● elements of a story- setting, 

plot, character 
● point of view of different 

characters/narrators, 
characterization 

● figurative language, 
connotative meaning, 
rhymes, alliteration, 
assonance 

● form or structure (poem or 
drama - eg: soliloquy, 
sonnet) meaning 

● structure, organization 
● point of view, purpose 
● structure, context clues, 

connotation, denotation, 
academic vocabulary, tone 

● different mediums, impact 
● figurative language, word 

relationships, nuances 
● discussion procedures 

● cite to support 
analysis, make 
inference 

● determine a 
theme/central idea; 
analyze its 
development 
throughout the text; 
create an objective 
summary  

● analyze how one 
story element can 
affect another 
element  

● analyze the author’s 
use of point of view 
of different 
characters or 
narrators 

● find the meaning of 
words using context 
clues; analyze the 
impacts of rhymes 
and other 
repetitions of 
sounds 

● analyze how a 
drama's or poem's 
form or structure 
contributes to its 
meaning 

● analyze structure 
including the major 
sections’ 
contributions to the 

● writing process 
● characteristics of 

genres 
● claim 
● evidence and reasoning 
● credible sources 
● transitions 
● conclusion 
● sentence structure 
● writing conventions 

(grammar, mechanics, 
and usage) 

● academic and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary 

● use the writing process 
to generate a literary 
analysis piece that is 
appropriate to task, 
audience, and purpose 

● establish a claim 
● recognize opposing 

claims 
● support claims with 

evidence and reasoning 
● utilize credible sources 
● use transitions 

effectively 
● use appropriate writing 

style for the task 
● write a logical 

conclusion 
● use appropriate 

sentence structure in 
writing 

● demonstrate knowledge 
of conventions 

● use accurately 
grade-appropriate 
general academic and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary 



development of the 
whole text 

● determine an 
author’s point of 
view or purpose in 
a text, and analyze 
how it is different 
from other authors’ 

● determine 2 or 
more central ideas, 
analyze the central 
idea’s development 
throughout the text; 
create an objective 
summary 

● analyze author's 
craft, including 
structure and word 
choice, and how it 
impacts the 
development, 
mood, and tone 

● compare and 
contrast a text to an 
audio, video, or 
multimedia version 
of the text, 
analyzing each 
medium's portrayal 
of the subject and 
its impact 

● demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in 
word meanings 



● participate in a 
variety of 
discussions, 
supporting claims 
with textual 
evidence  

Language/Grammar/Conventions Language/Grammar/Conventions 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 
● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 
● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 
● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 
● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 



● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals- 

● Newcomer ELLs - Picture books - use pictures to help 
retell - touch each page, look at the picture, and say what 
happened; preview pictures before reading and use to 
retell or summarize after reading  

○ What happened first? 
○ Touch the page 
○ Prompt them to use transitions 
○ Look at the picture to remind you  

● Summarizing- teach ELLs to only summarize what is 
important. Provide students with a BME graphic 
organizer and post its to fill out as they read.  

● Remind students to think about the problem, how the 
problem gets worse, and how the problem is solved while 
summarizing. Use of a story mountain will be helpful for 
visual ELLs.  

● Remind students to only summarize the important 
information and look for the big idea in the whole story. 
Provide student with prompting cards (BME, First, Next, 
Then, After that, Finally…) to give them something 
visual to look at.  Remind students to only tell parts that 
go with their claim or thesis (leading statement)  

○ Start with what the story is really about 
○ What is the big idea from the whole story?  
○ What parts of the story best support your idea?  

● Summarizing- Remind students to think about what the 
character really wants and think about the most important 
event that happened in each chapter and connect it back 
to what the character wants (higher level ELLs)  

● Summarizing- provide ELLs with sentence frames for 
summarizing. “ Somebody wanted ________ but 
_______ so _____________ then ___________.” 

● Prompt ELLs to always monitor for meaning and to use 
context clues to figure out the meaning of tricky words 

● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals-  

● ELLs should look across all of the material they have 
collected. They should think about what idea keeps 
coming up again and again in the details they have 
collected. They can then make a plan that focuses on the 
main idea or theme.  

● Provide student with sentence frames (newcomer ELLs) 
● Provide student with individual lists of high frequency 

words for their writing folder/binder 
● ELLs can sketch an image to symbolize and help focus 

on on their topic or main idea 
● Provide students with writing checklist; include pictures 

or native language support, if possible 
● ELLs should start with a plan  

○ Genre 
○ Graphic organizer/pictures 

● Newcomer ELLs- make sure students understand 
important story elements (character, setting, problem, 
solution) and include them in story planning before 
writing more  

● Modify quantity the student is expected to write 
● Explain to ELLs what dialogue is and how to use it; use 

mentor texts to show this and help them understand 
written conversations and dialogue markings in English 

○ What did your character say; Who said...? 
○ Provide individual anchor chart for writing folder 

that explains and shows how and when to use 
dialogue 

● Use mentor texts to pre-teach concepts that will be 
incorporated into writing 

● Provide ELLs with word banks for their chosen topic 
● Provide students with leveled materials they can use as 

resources 
● Newcomer ELLs/SLIFEs-  



● Remind ELLs to support their ideas with evidence 
● Provide ELLs with a sticky note and have them focus on 

an idea. They should find a line where the character says 
or does something that connects to the idea. Model this 
for ELLs first. Newcomer ELLs can turn to the page and 
show you where they found evidence.  

● Theme- remind students to list topics that keep showing 
up in their book 

● Provide students with a list of topics/ideas that could be 
the theme of their book.  

○ Provide ELLs with one word issues, ideas, or 
concepts 

○ Have them think about the struggles the character 
faces throughout the story and they way the story 
ends 

○ ELLs can use the title of the book and/or chapters 
to help them figure out what the theme would be 

● Provide sentence starters and frames for whole and small 
group instruction 

● Provide word lists with pictures for feelings and 
emotions to help identify characters’ feelings 

● Teach about positive and negative feelings 
● Act out characters’ feelings and the mood of scenes 
● Teach ELLs to think about the overall mood of the 

sentence or paragraph 
● Figurative Language (very tricky for ELLs)  

○ Draw pictures to represent meanings of figurative 
language 

○ Act out figurative language 
○ Pre-teach in small group  
○ Have ELLs think about the words as a group and 

how they are being used together 
○ Remind them not to take the phrase literally 
○ Compare/contrast figurative and literal meanings 

of figurative language 
 
Technology- 

○ Allow to use native language (see ESL teacher) 
○ Use technology to support translation (see ESL 

teacher) 
○ Have students sketch a quick picture before they 

write  
○ Have student verbalize and somebody scribe 
○ Have students verbalize sentences and count the 

number of words in their sentences 
○ Draw lines with spaces in between to represent 

each word 
○ Leave out high frequency words, 

beginning/ending letters, or CVC words and let 
students fill that in while you scribe the rest (see 
ESL teacher) 

○ Provide students with a modified writing 
checklist, with pictures and/or native language 
support if possible, that focuses on their specific 
goals and objectives  

 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 



● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Playaways 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks Other Evidence Performance Tasks Other Evidence 

Reader’s Notebooks 
Article worksheets 
Open ended constructed responses 
Student selected individual and/or 
group projects 
Formative assessments 
Interim assessments 
Summative Assessments 

Do Nows 
Exit slips 
Homework 
Discussions 
Conferences 

Quick writes 
Argument writing piece based 
on research 
Literary analysis task 
Open ended constructed 
responses  
Objective summaries  
Writing portfolios 

Do Nows  
Exit Slips 
Homework 
Peer editing 
Self-evaluations 
Drafts 
Revisions 
Conferences 

Interdisciplinary Connections:    In conjunction with their 
social studies current events, after studying mentor texts, 
students draft letters to people in power (local, county, state, or 
federal) arguing to change their position or enact change on a 
topical issue: smoking age, drinking age, phones in class. 

Benchmark Assessment:   After reading 2 short stories 
thematically linked to the unit, students analyze the texts 
comparing and contrasting how the setting impacts the plot or 
the events that occur 

Resources Resources 

- Student choice biographies and/or historical fiction texts 
- Reading Poetry,  Paul B. Janeczko 
- Great Speeches of the 20th Century,  edited by Bob Blaisdell 
-short informational articles about various heroes 
-student selected articles and books about heroes 
-reader's notebook 
-- Notice and Note Strategies for Close Reading,  by Beers and 
Probst 
-strategies (reader's toolkit of strategies) 

-summarizing graphic organizers  
-narrative writing idea generators 
-writing process anchor charts and notes 
-sentence structure guides 
-rubrics 
-scoring guides 
-exemplar texts 



-article worksheets 
-vocabulary 

Learning Path Learning Path 

● Guided reading of short texts focusing on the interaction 
of narrative elements (setting, characterization 
techniques, point of view, plot, theme), poetic elements 
(rhymes, repetitions of sounds, structure), figurative 
language, text structures, author’s point of view or 
purpose, central idea 

● Reading clubs grouped by readiness reinforcing and 
practicing the interaction of narrative elements, figurative 
language, and text structures 

● Teacher-led discussions focusing on literary analysis, 
specifically points of view in a text 

● Guided reading and viewing of fiction and non-fiction 
comparing different medium’s portrayal  

● Small group discussions reinforcing and practicing 
literary analysis using textual evidence 

● Small group and individual activities applying skills  
● one-on-one and small group conferences 

● Mentor texts used to model argument (claim and 
counterclaim) 

● Quick writes practicing argument 
● Collaborative work on the writing process 
● Student-teacher conferences for editing and revising 
● Finalize and publish argument essays 

 

 

Content Area: Language Arts 
Grade 7 

Unit 4 

Approximate Pacing:  7 
Weeks 

Unit Name:  Holocaust 
                      Reading Non-Fiction 
                      Research Writing 
                      N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 

Reading Writing 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards New Jersey Student Learning Standards 



RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama 
interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL. 7.5 Analyze how a drama's or poem's form or structure (e.g., 
soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning 
 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points 
of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
 
RL.7.7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to 
its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the 
effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, 
sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 
 
RL.7.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character 
and a historical account of the same period as a means of 
understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history. 
 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 
 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 

A Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; 
organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/ 
contrast, cause/effect, etc) and text features (e.g., headings, 
graphics, and multimedia). 

B Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples. 

C Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify 
the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic. 

E Establish and maintain a formal style, approach, and 
form. 

F Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.  
 
W.7.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, 
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, 
focused questions for further research and investigation. 
 
W.7.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 



RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and 
ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or 
how individuals influence ideas or events). 
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 
 
RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, 
including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to 
the development of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others. 
 
RI.7.9 Analyze and reflect on ( e.g. practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) how two 
or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 
presentations of key information by emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to 
probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress 
toward specific goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to 
others’ questions and comments with relevant 
observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on 

the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
 
W.7.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 
“Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, 
place, or character and a historical account of the same 
period as a means of understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history”). 

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction 
(e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the 
claims”). 

 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general 
and their function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to signal differing 
relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing 
and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g.,  It 
was a fascinating, enjoyable movie  but not  He wore an 
old[,] green shirt ). 

b. Spell correctly. 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 



topic as needed. 
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and 

when warranted, modify their own views. 
 
SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, 
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence. 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

Technology and 21st Century Skills: Career Ready Practices 

8.1 Educational Technology   All students will use digital tools 
to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order 
to solve problems individually and collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge. 
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using 
digital tools. 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, 
personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one 
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for 
usability. 
8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an 
environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or 
global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 
web). 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides 
perspectives on a global problem for discussions with learners 
from other countries. 
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors 
related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 
ethics including appropriate use of social media. 
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to 

CRP 1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee.  
CRP 2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP 4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP 5. Consider the environmental, social and economic 
impacts of decisions.  
CRP 6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP 7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP 8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP 9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management.  
CRP 10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal 
goals. 
CRP 11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP 12 .  Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 



digital content. 
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative 
Commons to intellectual property. 
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the 
negative consequences of misuse. 
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in 
professional public databases to find information to solve a real 
world problem. 
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect 
and analyze data to identify a solution and make an informed 
decision. 
8.2  Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and 
Computational Thinking - Programming   All students will 
develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, computational 
thinking and the designed world as they relate to the individual, 
global society, and the environment. 
8.2.8.B.6 Compare and contrast the different types of intellectual 
property including copyrights, patents and trademarks. 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

● Our everyday lives 
and the world around 
us are affected by 
intolerance. 

● It is important for us 
to remember the 
Holocaust. 

● It is important to 
protect the rights of all 
people. 

● Stage directions are 
essential to the 
reader/viewer’s 

● How does intolerance 
affect school setting, the 
individual, and the 
world?  

● Why is it important for 
us to remember the 
Holocaust?  

● How can we protect the 
rights of all people? 

● Are stage directions 
essential to the 
reader/viewer's 
understanding of the 
play? 

● It is necessary to use 
sources that are valid. 

● It is important to use 
relevant and 
meaningful information 
in a research project. 

● Information can be 
organized in various 
ways depending upon 
the task. 

● How can I determine 
the validity of a source? 

● How do I determine 
what information to 
include in a research 
project?  

● How does a writer 
determine the best way 
to organize 
information? 



understanding of a 
play. 

Students will know... Students will be able to: Students will know... Students will be able to... 

● textual evidence, 
inferences 

● theme/ central idea, 
objective summary 

● elements of a story- 
setting, plot, character 

● point of view of 
different 
characters/narrators, 
characterization 

● form or structure 
(poem or drama - eg: 
soliloquy, sonnet) 
meaning 

● different version 
techniques 

● differences for 
fictional portrayal 

● figurative language, 
connotative, meaning, 
impact 

● structure contribution, 
development 

● point of view, purpose 
● interpretations 
● structure, context 

clues, connotation, 
denotation, academic 
vocabulary, tone 

●  figurative language, 
word relationships, 
nuances 

● cite to support analysis, 
make inference 

● determine a 
theme/central idea; 
analyze its development 
throughout the text; 
create an objective 
summary  

● analyze how one story 
element can affect 
another element  

● analyze the author’s use 
of point of view of 
different characters or 
narrators 

● analyze how a drama's or 
poem's form or structure 
contributes to its 
meaning 

● analyze the techniques 
used for different 
versions (print, audio, 
film, stage) of same 
source 

● compare and contrast 
historical fiction and 
factual text about the 
same time, place, or 
character 

● find the meaning of 
words using context 
clues 

● writing process, task, 
audience, purpose of 
writing 

● research project, 
multimedia sources, 
works cited 

● research question 
● research sources 
● source credibility 
● quote, paraphrase, 

source citation 
● literary evidence 
● topic, supporting 

details 
● relevant information 
● transitions 
● academic vocabulary 
● characteristics of 

genres 
● writing styles 
● conclusion 
● sentence structure 
● writing conventions 

(grammar, mechanics, 
and usage) 

 

● use the writing process 
to generate a research 
piece that is appropriate 
to task, audience, and 
purpose 

● conduct a short 
research project 
answering a research 
question, 

● gather information 
from multiple 
multimedia sources, 
and include a works 
cited 

● evaluate the credibility 
of sources 

● quote, paraphrase, and 
cite sources 

● use literary evidence to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research 

● introduce a topic 
● support topic with 

details 
● utilize relevant 

information 
● use transitions 

effectively 
● use appropriate 

academic vocabulary 



● discussion procedures 
 

● analyze structure 
including the major 
sections’ contributions to 
the development of the 
whole text 

● determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose 
in a text, and analyze 
how it is different from 
other authors’ 

● determine 2 or more 
central ideas, analyze the 
central idea’s 
development throughout 
the text; create an 
objective summary 

● analyze the interactions 
between individuals, 
events, and ideas in a 
text 

● analyze how one topic is 
presented in different 
ways and how authors 
use same information 
but interpret it 
differently 

● analyze author's craft, 
including structure and 
word choice, and how it 
impacts the 
development, mood, and 
tone 

● demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, and 

● use appropriate writing 
style for the task 

● write a logical 
conclusion 

● use appropriate 
sentence structure in 
writing  

● demonstrate knowledge 
of conventions 



nuances in word 
meanings 

● participate in a variety of 
discussions, supporting 
claims with textual 
evidence  

Language/Grammar/Conventions Language/Grammar/Conventions 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 
● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 
● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 
● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 
● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 



● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals- 

● Newcomer ELLs - Picture books - use pictures to help 
retell - touch each page, look at the picture, and say what 
happened; preview pictures before reading and use to 
retell or summarize after reading  

○ What happened first? 
○ Touch the page 
○ Prompt them to use transitions 
○ Look at the picture to remind you  

● Summarizing- teach ELLs to only summarize what is 
important. Provide students with a BME graphic 
organizer and post its to fill out as they read.  

● Remind students to think about the problem, how the 
problem gets worse, and how the problem is solved while 
summarizing. Use of a story mountain will be helpful for 
visual ELLs.  

● Remind students to only summarize the important 
information and look for the big idea in the whole story. 
Provide student with prompting cards (BME, First, Next, 
Then, After that, Finally…) to give them something 
visual to look at.  Remind students to only tell parts that 
go with their claim or thesis (leading statement)  

○ Start with what the story is really about 
○ What is the big idea from the whole story?  
○ What parts of the story best support your idea?  

● Summarizing- Remind students to think about what the 
character really wants and think about the most important 
event that happened in each chapter and connect it back 
to what the character wants (higher level ELLs)  

● Summarizing- provide ELLs with sentence frames for 
summarizing. “ Somebody wanted ________ but 
_______ so _____________ then ___________.” 

● Prompt ELLs to always monitor for meaning and to use 
context clues to figure out the meaning of tricky words 

● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals-  

● ELLs should look across all of the material they have 
collected. They should think about what idea keeps 
coming up again and again in the details they have 
collected. They can then make a plan that focuses on the 
main idea or theme.  

● Provide student with sentence frames (newcomer ELLs) 
● Provide student with individual lists of high frequency 

words for their writing folder/binder 
● ELLs can sketch an image to symbolize and help focus 

on on their topic or main idea 
● Provide students with writing checklist; include pictures 

or native language support, if possible 
● ELLs should start with a plan  

○ Genre 
○ Graphic organizer/pictures 

● Newcomer ELLs- make sure students understand 
important story elements (character, setting, problem, 
solution) and include them in story planning before 
writing more  

● Modify quantity the student is expected to write 
● Explain to ELLs what dialogue is and how to use it; use 

mentor texts to show this and help them understand 
written conversations and dialogue markings in English 

○ What did your character say; Who said...? 
○ Provide individual anchor chart for writing folder 

that explains and shows how and when to use 
dialogue 

● Use mentor texts to pre-teach concepts that will be 
incorporated into writing 

● Provide ELLs with word banks for their chosen topic 
● Provide students with leveled materials they can use as 

resources 
● Newcomer ELLs/SLIFEs-  



● Remind ELLs to support their ideas with evidence 
● Provide ELLs with a sticky note and have them focus on 

an idea. They should find a line where the character says 
or does something that connects to the idea. Model this 
for ELLs first. Newcomer ELLs can turn to the page and 
show you where they found evidence.  

● Theme- remind students to list topics that keep showing 
up in their book 

● Provide students with a list of topics/ideas that could be 
the theme of their book.  

○ Provide ELLs with one word issues, ideas, or 
concepts 

○ Have them think about the struggles the character 
faces throughout the story and they way the story 
ends 

○ ELLs can use the title of the book and/or chapters 
to help them figure out what the theme would be 

● Provide sentence starters and frames for whole and small 
group instruction 

● Provide word lists with pictures for feelings and 
emotions to help identify characters’ feelings 

● Teach about positive and negative feelings 
● Act out characters’ feelings and the mood of scenes 
● Teach ELLs to think about the overall mood of the 

sentence or paragraph 
● Figurative Language (very tricky for ELLs)  

○ Draw pictures to represent meanings of figurative 
language 

○ Act out figurative language 
○ Pre-teach in small group  
○ Have ELLs think about the words as a group and 

how they are being used together 
○ Remind them not to take the phrase literally 
○ Compare/contrast figurative and literal meanings 

of figurative language 
● Context Clues-  

○ Ask ESL teacher for context clue games 

○ Allow to use native language (see ESL teacher) 
○ Use technology to support translation (see ESL 

teacher) 
○ Have students sketch a quick picture before they 

write  
○ Have student verbalize and somebody scribe 
○ Have students verbalize sentences and count the 

number of words in their sentences 
○ Draw lines with spaces in between to represent 

each word 
○ Leave out high frequency words, 

beginning/ending letters, or CVC words and let 
students fill that in while you scribe the rest (see 
ESL teacher) 

○ Provide students with a modified writing 
checklist, with pictures and/or native language 
support if possible, that focuses on their specific 
goals and objectives 

○ Provide with ABC linking chart to correlate 
sounds with letters 

○ Create individualized checklists focused on 
student’s individual goals 

● Provide students with paragraph starters and outlines 
● Higher level ELLs might need prompting on when to 

start a new paragraph - model and show this; provide 
individual anchor charts to explain when to start a new 
paragraph 

● Teach how to revise run on sentences; one strategy is to 
have the student read aloud and pay attention for where 
the pauses are, then add end punctuation there 

● Provide students with leveled books and knowledge on 
unfamiliar topics 

 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 



○ What is going on in the story right now?  
○ What details in the text go with the unknown 

word? 
○ Have students stop and say back what is 

happening 
○ Determine positive and negative feelings & mood 

to help figure out the meaning of a tricky word  
○ Make sure ELLs know a few strategies to solve 

tricky words 
 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Playaways 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 

● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks Other Evidence Performance Tasks Other Evidence 

Reader’s Notebooks 
Article worksheets 
Open ended constructed 
responses 
Student selected individual 
and/or group projects 
Formative assessments 
Interim assessments 
Summative Assessments 

Do Nows 
Exit slips 
Homework 
Discussions 
Conferences 

Quick writes 
Narrative based on a real or 
imagined situation 
Narrative based on an existing 
text  
Open ended constructed 
responses  
Objective summaries  
Writing portfolios 

Do Nows  
Exit Slips 
Homework 
Peer editing 
Self-evaluations 
Drafts 
Revisions 
Conferences 

Interdisciplinary Connections:   In conjunction with their social 
studies unit on World War II, students learn about heroic actions 
in the face of adversity.  From a menu students choose historical 
figures who risked their lives to save the lives of others. 

Benchmark Assessments:   In conjunction with their social 
studies unit on World War II, students learn about heroic actions 
in the face of adversity.  From a menu students choose historical 
figures who risked their lives to save the lives of others. 

Resources Resources 



Students conduct research and analyze the lives of the heroes 
resulting in presentations for a Holocaust Museum. 

Students conduct research and analyze the lives of the heroes 
resulting in presentations for a Holocaust Museum. 

The Diary of Anne Frank  by Anne Frank (1080L) 
“The Diary of Anne Frank” by Frances Goodrich and Albert 
Hackett 
-short texts about the Holocaust 
-student selected articles and books about the Holocaust 
-reader's notebook 
-- Notice and Note Strategies for Close Reading,  by Beers and 
Probst 
-strategies (reader's toolkit of strategies) 
-historical fiction 
-article worksheets 
-vocabulary 

-graphic organizers  
-research writing 
-writing process anchor charts and notes 
-sentence structure guides 
-rubrics 
-scoring guides 
-exemplar texts 

Learning Path Learning Path 

● Guided reading of short texts focusing on the interaction 
of narrative elements (setting, characterization 
techniques, point of view, plot, theme), dramatic 
elements (stage direction), figurative language, text 
structures, author’s point of view or purpose, central idea 

● Reading clubs grouped by readiness reinforcing and 
practicing the interaction of narrative elements, figurative 
language, and text structures 

● Teacher-led discussions focusing on literary analysis, 
specifically points of view in a text 

● Guided reading and viewing of fiction and non-fiction 
comparing the techniques unique to each medium 

● Guided reading and viewing of historical accounts and 
fictional portrayals of the same time, place, or character 

● Small group discussions reinforcing and practicing 
literary analysis using textual evidence 

● Small group and individual activities applying skills  
● one-on-one and small group conferences 

● Mentor texts used to model various elements of 
informational research writing  

● Students work collaboratively on the research process 
● Collaborate with others to produce and publish writing 

online 
● Collaborative work on the writing process 
● Student-teacher conferences for editing and revising 
● Finalize and publish informational research writing piece 

 



Content Area: Language Arts 
Grade 7 

Unit 5 

Approximate Pacing: 
4 weeks 

Unit Name:  Bullying  
                      Reading Literature 
                      Argument Writing 

Reading Writing 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama 
interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds 
(e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or drama. 
 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 
 

W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant 
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and 
evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, 
approach, and form. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from and supports the argument presented. 

 
W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; 
organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/ 
contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., 
headings, graphics, and multimedia). 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples. 



RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and 
ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or 
how individuals influence ideas or events). 
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 
 
RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, 
including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to 
the development of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others. 
 
RI.7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence 
is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to 
probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress 
toward specific goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to 
others’ questions and comments with relevant 
observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on 
topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and 

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify 
the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style academic style, 
approach, and form. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from and supports the information or explanation 
presented. 

 
W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context 
and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and 
description, to develop experiences, events, and/or 
characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to 
convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame 
or setting to another. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive 
details, and sensory language to capture the action and 
convey experiences and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on 
the narrated experiences or events. 

 
W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, voice and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
 
W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how 
well purpose and audience have been addressed.  



when warranted, modify their own views. 
 
SL.7.2  Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented 
in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue 
under study. 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

 
W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing 
sources. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general 
and their function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to signal differing 
relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing 
and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g.,  It 
was a fascinating, enjoyable movie  but not  He wore an 
old[,] green shirt ). 

b. Spell correctly. 
 
L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and 
concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and 
redundancy. 

 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

Technology and 21st Century Skills: Career Ready Practices 



8.1 Educational Technology   All students will use digital tools 
to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order 
to solve problems individually and collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge. 
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using 
digital tools. 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, 
personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one 
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for 
usability. 
8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an 
environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or 
global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 
web). 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides 
perspectives on a global problem for discussions with learners 
from other countries. 
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors 
related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 
ethics including appropriate use of social media. 
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to 
digital content. 
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative 
Commons to intellectual property. 
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the 
negative consequences of misuse. 
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in 
professional public databases to find information to solve a real 
world problem. 
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect 
and analyze data to identify a solution and make an informed 
decision. 
 
8.2  Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and 
Computational Thinking - Programming   All students will 

CRP 1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and 
employee.  
CRP 2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP 4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP 5. Consider the environmental, social and economic 
impacts of decisions.  
CRP 6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP 7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP 8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP 9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management.  
CRP 10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal 
goals. 
CRP 11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP 12 .  Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 



develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, computational 
thinking and the designed world as they relate to the individual, 
global society, and the environment. 
8.2.8.B.6 Compare and contrast the different types of intellectual 
property including copyrights, patents and trademarks. 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

● Bullying can only be 
prevented when it is 
acknowledged and 
addressed. 

● Not all inconsiderate 
behavior is bullying. 

● The environment of our 
school community is 
our responsibility.  

● Becoming a better 
reader is an on-going, 
lifelong process. 

● Why is it important to 
acknowledge and 
address bullying? 

● What is the difference 
between bullying 
behavior and 
inconsiderate behavior? 

● What can we do to 
make our school a 
better community? 

● How have I grown as a 
reader? 

● I need to consider task, 
audience, and purpose 
to best communicate 
my ideas. 

● Becoming a better 
writer is an on-going, 
lifelong process.  

● How can I best 
communicate my ideas 
to others? 

● How have I grown as a 
writer? 

Students will know... Students will be able to: Students will know... Students will be able to... 

● reading strategies 
● informational text 

features 
● literary text features 
● discussion procedures 

● apply their 
understanding of grade 
appropriate reading 
skills to a variety of 
texts  

● participate in a variety 
of discussions, 
supporting claims with 
textual evidence  

● genres of writing 
● writing process, task 

audience, purpose for 
writing 

● writing styles 
● sentence structure 
● writing conventions 

(grammar, mechanics, 
and usage) 

● choose an appropriate 
genre of writing 
suitable for the task 

● use the writing process 
to generate a writing 
piece that is appropriate 
to task, audience, and 
purpose  

● use appropriate writing 
style for the task 

● use appropriate 
sentence structure in 
writing 



● demonstrate knowledge 
of conventions 

Language/Grammar/Conventions Language/Grammar/Conventions 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 
● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 
● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 
● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals- 

ESL 
● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  
● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught lessons 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives associated with concepts  
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Provide individual anchor charts for students 
● Same posters used every time 
● Provide sentence frames for explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Reduce number of questions required 
● Include direct, explicit instruction, too 
● Pre-teach the lesson before introducing concept to the 

class 
● Use verbal prompts (ask questions, give examples…) 
● Reword directions and allow verbal clarification before 

answering questions 
● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 
● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 
Unit Goals-  



● Newcomer ELLs - Picture books - use pictures to help 
retell - touch each page, look at the picture, and say what 
happened; preview pictures before reading and use to 
retell or summarize after reading  

○ What happened first? 
○ Touch the page 
○ Prompt them to use transitions 
○ Look at the picture to remind you  

● Summarizing- teach ELLs to only summarize what is 
important. Provide students with a BME graphic 
organizer and post its to fill out as they read.  

● Remind students to think about the problem, how the 
problem gets worse, and how the problem is solved while 
summarizing. Use of a story mountain will be helpful for 
visual ELLs.  

● Remind students to only summarize the important 
information and look for the big idea in the whole story. 
Provide student with prompting cards (BME, First, Next, 
Then, After that, Finally…) to give them something 
visual to look at.  Remind students to only tell parts that 
go with their claim or thesis (leading statement)  

○ Start with what the story is really about 
○ What is the big idea from the whole story?  
○ What parts of the story best support your idea?  

● Summarizing- Remind students to think about what the 
character really wants and think about the most important 
event that happened in each chapter and connect it back 
to what the character wants (higher level ELLs)  

● Summarizing- provide ELLs with sentence frames for 
summarizing. “ Somebody wanted ________ but 
_______ so _____________ then ___________.” 

● Prompt ELLs to always monitor for meaning and to use 
context clues to figure out the meaning of tricky words 

● Remind ELLs to support their ideas with evidence 
● Provide ELLs with a sticky note and have them focus on 

an idea. They should find a line where the character says 
or does something that connects to the idea. Model this 

● ELLs should look across all of the material they have 
collected. They should think about what ideas keep 
coming up again and again in the details they have 
collected. They can then make a plan that focuses on one 
main idea or theme.  

● Provide student with sentence frames (newcomer ELLs) 
● Provide student with individual lists of high frequency 

words for their writing folder/binder 
● ELLs can sketch an image to symbolize and help focus 

on on their topic or main idea 
● Provide students with writing checklist; include pictures 

or native language support, if possible 
● ELLs should start with a plan  

○ Genre 
○ Graphic organizer/pictures 

● Newcomer ELLs- make sure students understand 
important story elements (character, setting, problem, 
solution) and include them in story planning before 
writing more  

● Modify quantity the student is expected to write 
● Explain to ELLs what dialogue is and how to use it; use 

mentor texts to show this and help them understand 
written conversations and dialogue markings in English 

○ What did your character say; Who said...? 
○ Provide individual anchor chart for writing folder 

that explains and shows how and when to use 
dialogue 

● Use mentor texts to pre-teach concepts that will be 
incorporated into writing 

● Provide ELLs with word banks for their chosen topic 
● Provide students with leveled materials, books, and 

background information they can use as resources, 
especially for unfamiliar topics 

● Newcomer ELLs/SLIFEs-  
○ Allow to use native language (see ESL teacher) 
○ Use technology to support translation (see ESL 

teacher) 



for ELLs first. Newcomer ELLs can turn to the page and 
show you where they found evidence.  

● Theme- remind students to list topics that keep showing 
up in their book 

● Provide students with a list of topics/ideas that could be 
the theme of their book.  

○ Provide ELLs with one word issues, ideas, or 
concepts 

○ Have them think about the struggles the character 
faces throughout the story and they way the story 
ends 

○ ELLs can use the title of the book and/or chapters 
to help them figure out what the theme would be 

● Provide sentence starters and frames for whole and small 
group instruction 

● Provide word lists with pictures for feelings and 
emotions to help identify characters’ feelings 

● Teach about positive and negative feelings 
● Act out characters’ feelings and the mood of scenes 
● Teach ELLs to think about the overall mood of the 

sentence or paragraph 
● Figurative Language (very tricky for ELLs)  

○ Draw pictures to represent meanings of figurative 
language 

○ Act out figurative language 
○ Pre-teach in small strategy group or mini-lesson 
○ Have ELLs think about the words as a group and 

how they are being used together 
○ Remind them not to take the phrase literally 
○ Compare/contrast figurative and literal meanings 

of figurative language 
○ Provide books with pictorial examples of 

figurative language such as  Chocolate Moose  and 
The King Who Rained 

● Context Clues and Word Meanings-  
○ Ask ESL teacher for context clue games 
○ Stop when they come to a word they do not know 

○ Have students sketch a quick picture before they 
write  

○ Have student verbalize and somebody scribe 
○ Have students verbalize sentences and count the 

number of words in their sentences 
○ Draw lines with spaces in between to represent 

each word 
○ Leave out high frequency words, 

beginning/ending letters, or CVC words and let 
students fill that in while you scribe the rest (see 
ESL teacher) 

○ Provide students with a modified writing 
checklist, with pictures and/or native language 
support if possible, that focuses on their specific 
goals and objectives 

○ Provide with ABC linking chart to correlate 
sounds with letters 

○ Create individualized checklists focused on 
student’s individual goals 

● Provide students with paragraph starters and outlines 
● Higher level ELLs might need prompting on when to 

start a new paragraph - model and show this; provide 
individual anchor charts to explain when to start a new 
paragraph 

● Teach how to revise run on sentences; one strategy is to 
have the student read aloud and pay attention for where 
the pauses are, then add end punctuation there 

 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 



○ Use pictures to infer meaning 
○ What is going on in the story right now?  
○ What details in the text go with the unknown 

word? 
○ Have students stop and say back what is 

happening 
○ Read around the word and sentence - What comes 

before?  What comes after? 
○ Determine positive and negative feelings & mood 

or tone to help figure out the meaning of a tricky 
word  

○ Pre-teach tricky words and key vocabulary 
○ Introduce concept of multiple meaning words and 

shades of meaning  
○ Teach prefixes and suffixes  
○ Have student think about the mood of the 

sentence or story as a clue to the meaning of a 
word 

○ Make sure ELLs know a few strategies to solve 
tricky words 

 
Technology- 

● Smartboards 
● Ipad  
● Brainpop 
● Playaways 
● Speech-to-Text 
● Text-to-Speech 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks Other Evidence Performance Tasks Other Evidence 

Reader’s Notebooks 
Article worksheets 
Open ended constructed 
responses 

Do Nows 
Exit slips 
Homework 
Discussions 

Quick writes 
Narratives, argument writing 
pieces, or 
informational/explanatory 

Do Nows  
Exit Slips 
Homework 
Peer editing 



Student selected individual 
and/or group projects 
Formative assessments 
Interim assessments 
Summative Assessments 

Conferences pieces. 
Open ended constructed 
responses  
Objective summaries  
Writing portfolios 

Self-evaluations 
Drafts 
Revisions 
Conferences 

Interdisciplinary Connections:   In conjunction with their social 
studies current events, after reading novels thematically linked, 
students create public service announcements raising awareness 
about social ethics and norms 

Benchmark Assessment:   After reading novels thematically 
linked, students create public service announcements raising 
awareness about social ethics and norms. 

Resources Resources 

The Misfits  by James Howe   (960L)  
 
-short informational articles about various heroes 
-student selected articles and books about heroes 
-reader's notebook 
- Notice and Note Strategies for Close Reading,  by Beers and 
Probst 
-strategies (reader's toolkit of strategies) 
-article worksheets 
-vocabulary 

-graphic organizers  
-writing process anchor charts and notes 
-sentence structure guides 
-rubrics 
-scoring guides 
-exemplar texts 

Learning Path Learning Path 

● Independent application of reading skills and knowledge 
● Teacher-led discussions focusing on goal setting, 

implementation of goals, reflecting and redirecting goals 
● Small group and one on one conferencing 

● Research topic 
● Organize ideas to formulate a proposal 
● Create an action plan 
● Cite sources 
● Showcase a final product 

 

Modifications (Special Education/Academic Support/ ELL) 

Resources Modifications (Special 
Education/Academic Support) 

ELL Gifted Learners 



Reading A-Z 
Wilson Just Words 
Teachers College 
Resources 
Best Practices of 
Reading 
Leveled Texts 
Action Magazine 
Read Works 
NewsELA 
6 Minute Solution 
 
 
 
 

● Graphic organizers 
● Brainstorming with a teacher 
● Scaffolding 
● DIfferentiated Groupings 
● PreWriting 
● Multisensory Presentation of Data 
● Clarify Directions 
● Preferential Seating 
● Modify Content, Length, and 

Format of Assessments 
● Leveled Readings 
● Additional Time for Task 

Completion 
● PreTeaching/Reteaching concepts 
● Clarify directions and expectations 
● Refocus and Redirection 
● Wordbanks provided as needed 
● Small Group for Assessments 
● PreView Texts 
● Small group instruction 

● Manipulatives 
● Preteach vocabulary 
● Activate prior 

knowledge 
● Identify big picture 

concepts 
● Build in time for 

reteaching and 
repetition 

● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product 

example 
● Provide language 

objectives associated 
with concepts 

● Act out classroom 
behaviors with students 

● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Word walls with pictures 
● Laminated cards or mini 

anchor charts placed on 
students individual 
desks. 

● Same posters used 
every time. 

● Provide sentence 
frames for explanation 
questions 

● Scribe 
● Thematic word walls 
● Allow word walls to stay 

● Differentiation with high 
level materials 

● Student led discussions 
and learning 

● Student product choice 
● Additional open ended 

tasks 
● Incorporate problem 

solving activities 
● Promote creative and 

critical thinking 
● Provide flexible 

environment 



up during assessments 
● Reduce visual field 
● Reduce number of 

problems required 
● Allow time for 

instruction 
● ESL teacher can pre 

teach the lesson before 
introducing concept in 
the classroom. 

● Verbal prompting 
● Reword directions and 

allow verbal clarification 
before answering 
questions. 

● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 
● Small group testing 

 


